One feature that stands out most is foreshadowing.  All the while when we read the story the author is hinting that Laurie is Charles, but we don’t piece it together until the end, when we are told by the author that that there is no Charles in the class.  “Charles?” she said, “We don’t have any Charles in the kindergarten.”  Throughout the story, the author describes Laurie’s bad behaviour and only when I reread it did I realize how similar Laurie’s behaviour was to Charles.  He misbehaves at home, he is rude to his parents and he has bad manners just like Charles.  The following hints are examples of foreshadowing that indicate that Charles is Laurie.  The way that Laurie left the dinner table was an example of Laurie’s bad manners. “..Laurie slid off his chair, took a cookie, and left while his father was still saying, “See here, young man.”   His rudeness to his father is evident when Laurie tells his dad to “look up..look down..Look at my thumb.  Gee, you’re dumb”.  When Laurie returns from school the description by the author is quite clear in describing a boy who is hyper and a little out of control, just like Charles.  He entered the house “the front door slamming open, his hat on the floor, and the voice suddenly become raucous shouting, Isn’t anybody here?”  These examples are ways to show how the author made good use of foreshadowing to hint to the reader that Laurie was Charles.  I think it was effective to have the twist at the end of the story.
